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MONSON PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES MARCH 16, 2021 

REMOTE MEETING 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Craig Sweitzer, Paul Hatch, Karen King, Kevin Haley, Tara Hengeveld, 

Marilyn Fil 

ALSO PRESENT: Dan Laroche 

 

7:00 Meeting is called to order 

 

ANR 21 Reimers Rd – Brouthers Property  
Brief discussion reviewing frontage and setback requirements, which conform to Town of 

Monson Bylaws.  

 

Kevin Haley makes a motion to approve 

Tara Hengeveld Seconds the motion 

No discussion 

All in favor 

 

Paul Hatch to sign ANR plan 3.19.21 

 

Business 

Minutes from 2.16.21  

Revisions suggested: 

 "Paul Hatch advises to review the bond documentation format for town council." RE: 

Vertex Towers 

Will read: "Paul Hatch proposed to send bond to town council for review. " 

 “the intent is to a file for a request for applicability” at the top of page four (4) 

Will read: “the intent is to file for a request for applicability” 

Tara Hengeveld makes a motion to accept minutes as amended  

Craig Sweitzer seconds the motion 

No discussion 

All in favor 



7:06  Continuation of Public Hearing from 2/16/21, for Vertex Tower Assets, LLC for Site 

Plan Approval and a Special Permit as provided by Section 6.14, Wireless Communications 

Facilities Regulations of the Monson Zoning Bylaws.  The applicant proposes to install a 100’ 

tall monopole style wireless communications tower at a parcel on Lakeside Dr, Monson, MA, 

Map 052, Parcel 024, owned by Peter D Martins & Lori S Martins, in the Rural Residential 

district.  The parcel is approx. 82 acres in size.  Francis Parisi, Representative for Pater & Lori 

Martins, filed the request. 

 

Present to represent Vertex Towers Assets LLC is Attorney Fran Parisi and Tom Johnson, 

Engineer. 

 

Previously discussed was the balloon test, as well as other met requirements and are seeking 

further information regarding storm water runoff and engineering for the access road.  

Plans have been sent to Tighe and Bond, the town consultant and responses are as follows: 

 

 





 
 

The final response from Tighe and Bond was not yet received at the time of this hearing. 

Site Plan details regarding this review are available on the Town of Monson Planning Board 

webpage.  

 

Meeting is opened for public comment/question 

 

Gary Collette; Cote Rd resident asks if there has been a meeting with the Conservation 

Commission as there are wetlands on the proposed parcel. 

Fran Parisi confirms that a Request for Determination of Applicability hearing is scheduled for 

3/24/21 with Monson Conservation, but does believe that Vertex Towers LLC is within their 

jurisdiction.  

Craig Sweitzer verifies that the two boards will vote independently for this project; but with an 

approval would vote conditionally of other pertinent board approval. 

 

Jessica Allen, Mayhill Rd resident, asks for clarity on sound and light pollution based on 

Monson Zoning Bylaws. 

Fran Parisi verifies that the only sound generating equipment would be emergency generators in 

the case of a direct power outage followed by a backup battery pack failure, which would kick on 

the emergency generator until direct power could be restored. There is no lighting proposed for 



the base of the compound, and the tower itself will be unlit.  All bylaws including sound and 

light will be met and no waivers are being requested. 

 

Alice Genereux and Gary Collette; Cote Rd residents ask for clarity on permits issued to the 

Martins, landowners, for the currently existing campsite driveway as well as electrical work done 

by the landowners. 

 

Craig Sweitzer believes that an updated curb cut will be needed for the project so there is 

sufficient meeting of standards for the change in use– specifically the first 20 feet which will 

affect the public way during construction. 

 

Vertex Towers Assets LLC clarifies that the work they have done on the landowner’s driveway 

was exclusive to that which was necessary for drainage/runoff engineering and reports. They 

have walked the driveway with Town of Monson Highway Surveyor who made 

recommendations of improvement for the proposed work.  

 

Heather Wilson from the Monson Building Department confirms that a driveway permit was 

pulled. Additionally, appropriate electrical permits have since been confirmed, and both 

documents have been made available for reference on the Town of Monson Planning Board 

webpage as of 3/17/2021. 

 

A complete set of site and building plans with all updates is requested; Paul Hatch requests 

verification that a storm water management plan for construction as well as operational 

maintenance has been provided, which can be found on page 23 on the March 12 Storm water 

and runoff management report. 

 

Board discusses conditional approval 

-concom approval 

-tighe and bond review of peer review response 

-inspections of erosion control 

-no waivers are sought or granted 

-all other pertinent town and state regulations be met 

 

Tara Hengeveld states that she believes the project can go forward; that the conditions are 

reasonable and not overly fraught with risk.  

Kevin Haley agrees on the proposed conditions, adds that Town Council will need to approve the 

bond 

Karen King agrees with proposed conditions 

 

Roxanne Gunther, resident, asks if this is an industrial project, if the purpose of the special 

permit is due to the RR zoning, if there is earth removal involved, and the length of construction 

to be expected.  

 

Craig Sweitzer clarifies that it is a commercial based use, special permit is required for the use 

(cell tower), and the site plan review is required for any new commercial use. 

 



Fran Parisi states that the earth removal involved will be limited to the digging of the foundation, 

which is comparable to that of a single family home, and that construction activity can be 

anticipated to last about six (6) weeks.  

 

Gary Collette asks if there will be a future conflict with a common driveway, to which Craig 

Sweitzer and Dan Laroche respond that there would need to be a separate Planning Board 

approval for any such change in use, which includes the development of the land for residential 

use by the owner.  

 

Jessica Allen asks for clarity on mixed use driveways – Craig Sweitzer notes that a potential 

change in use on this matter would violate the necessary 500’ setback for the tower, and would 

altogether change the zoning; would again require additional approval through the board. 

 

No further discussion 

 

Paul Hatch makes a motion to close the Public Hearing 

Tara Hengeveld Seconds the motion 

No further discussion 

All in favor  

Motion is carried; Hearing is closed 

 

Craig Sweitzer makes a motion to approve the proposal with the following conditions: 

1) Tighe and Bond gives a positive response to ProTerras 3/12/21 response to their review  

2) Conditional approval based on Town of Monson Conservation Commission approval of 

the project as designed 

3) Town Council review and approval of bonding documents 

4) During construction ProTerra, as a third party, an engineer of record will provide 

inspections of the erosion control and installation of the storm water features etc. 

5) Revised plan showing all pertinent revisions and data corrections be submitted 

6) All other pertinent town, state, and federal law be adhered to  

 

Craig Sweitzer makes a motion to approve under the above listed conditions 

Paul Hatch seconds 

All in favor 

No further discussion 

 

Business Cont. 

Housing Production Legislation discussion pertaining to towns with MBTA bus and rail service 

and availability of multifamily housing. Town Planner, Dan Laroche, determines this housing 

initiative does not currently apply to Monson.  

Craig Sweitzer entertains addressing Monson Bylaws regarding multifamily homes in the future. 

 

Adult use of Marijuana: Paul Hatch has requested bylaws from surrounding communities, which 

Dan Laroche has provided for guidance.  

Craig Sweitzer affirms that because the Town of Monson voted to allow the adult use of 

marijuana, that it’s the obligation of the Board to allow and regulate this use. 



Paul Hatch adheres to his previous stance that in-person meetings will be advantageous to the 

development of these bylaws and the matter should be brought forth under such circumstances, 

to which Craig Sweitzer agrees.  

 

MA Downtown Initiative Program Grant Dan Laroche shares that Monson has been given a 

grant for state funded business assistance plan for post-COVID recovery – to be completed by 

the end of Summer 2021. 

 

Technical Assistance Grant from Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to update open space and 

recreation plan, which was last done 7 years ago.  

 

Unified Work Program for pioneer valley planning commission transportation section on a safety 

study for a section of State Street from Monson Housing Authority to Main St. Monson’s Public 

Housing Authority has several disabled residents that are currently impeded by the deficiency of 

the sidewalks and crossings in that area 

 

Authorized Signers for ANR and Subdivision Plans Paul Hatch to continue as primary, Craig 

Sweitzer to continue as alternate. Signatures to be collected and submitted. 

 

October 20, 2020 minutes sent on Feb 18, 2021 to be reviewed for approval at 4/20/2021 

meeting. 

 

840PM  

Kevin Haley makes a motion to adjourn 

Craig Sweitzer seconds 

No further discussion 

All in favor 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Heather Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 


